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Key	QuesAons	
What	is	the	CAPACITY	of	young	people	to	act	in	ways	
consistent	with	social	rules,	expectaAons,	and	
laws?		

Can	we	reasonably	expect	youth	to	think	and	behave	
in	the	same	ways	as	adults	in	situaAons	where	
anAsocial	/	delinquent	/	risky	behaviors	are	
involved?	
–  quesAon	is	different	from	“discernment”,	i.e.	knowing	
right	vs	wrong;	children	may	know	right	from	wrong	but	
the	capacity	to	behave	in	accord	with	that	knowledge	is	
a	different	issue	
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ScienAfic	research	on	adolescent	development	and	
juvenile	delinquency	provide	evidence	that	children	
and	adolescents	differ	significantly	from	adults	in	
decision-making,	propensity	to	engage	in	risky	
behavior,	impulse	control,	idenAty	development,	and	
overall	maturity.	The	developmental	immaturity	of	
youth	miAgates	their	criminal	culpability.	Although	
they	may	be	able	to	discern	right	from	wrong	acAon,	it	
is	their	capability	to	act	in	ways	consistent	with	that	
discernment	that	is	undermined	by	several	factors	at	
this	stage.	

-	statement	of	the	Psychological	Associa3on		
of	the	Philippines	on	proposed	lowering	of	MACR	
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The	brain	is	s@ll	developing	through	
childhood	and	adolescence	
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Children	and	teenagers	DO	NOT	(yet)	have	the	
cogniAve	capacity	to	make	reasoned	decisions,	
consider	with	forethought	the	consequences	of	
their	acAons	(especially	long-term	
consequences),	and	control	their	emoAonal	
impulses	in	the	same	way	that	(most)	adults	
can.	
– brain	is	sAll	in	flux	
–  limited	life	experiences	
– situaAons	that	are	uncertain,	stressful,	and	
emoAonal	likely	elicit	impulsive	behaviors	
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Experience	also	ma]ers	in	brain	
development	
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Adverse	childhood	experiences	
(ACE)	affect	brain	funcAon	
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The	typical	profile	of	the	Filipino	CICL	is	a	child	
or	youth	who	is	poor	and	highly	exposed	to	
adverse	childhood	experiences	and	a	
criminogenic	environment.		
These	experiences	and	environments	hinder	
healthy	brain	development	and	further	
diminish	cogni@ve	capaci@es.	
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Summary	
1.  Youth	are	characterized	by	normaAve	developmental	

limitaAons	in	decision-making	and	self-regulaAon	due	to	
their	sAll-developing	brain		

2.  Disadvantaged	environments	and	adverse	childhood	
experiences	hinder	healthy	brain	development	and	may	
further	diminish	cogniAve	capaciAes.		

3.  #1	and	#2	miAgate	children’s	criminal	culpability	

4.  SupporAng	healthy	brain	development	through	childhood	
and	adolescence	means	providing	posiAve	and	formaAve	
experiences	so	youth	can	develop	mature	cogniAve	skills	
and	posiAve	behaviors.	IncarceraAon	or	
insAtuAonalizaAon	will	set	them	on	a	lifelong	negaAve	
trajectory.	
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